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January 19, 2014     Acts 13:46-49 

 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you 

first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 

Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  

         “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  

         that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 

were appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole 

region.  

 

Are you afraid of rejection?  Why should you be when you that in your baptism God has adopted you 

in Christ and accepted you as His own?  Does it matter if your friend or co-worker decides not to like 

you when God has said He loves you with an everlasting love?   

 

That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t care about relationships.  But you shouldn’t be desperate for them 

either.  God didn’t adopt you and bathe you in His blood just so you would know Him a little bit.  He 

did it so that you would love being His child; talk to Him every day; listen to Him every day; and get to 

know Him better and better.  That’s why He also refers to Himself as your GROOM, your FRIEND, 

and your BROTHER.   

 

The reason I mention this is because most of us, if not all of us, are afraid of rejection.  Parents are 

afraid of correcting their children because they don’t want to lose contact with their grandchildren. 

Teenagers desperately want to fit in at school; they don’t want to be left out of the party.  Most of us 

don’t want to say something when we KNOW we will be immediately judged as unloving and hateful.  

We’d rather live and let live.  Life is much EASIER that way and we can get along with people just 

fine by saying NOTHING.   

 

But now we are witnessing the fruits of our laziness.  It’s like a dog at the table.   Our dog was happy to 

get a few scraps that fell down on the ground, and that didn’t bother us.  But then she got more and 

more greedy.  She’d start putting her head on our legs and drooling.  Then when we gave into that she 

started barking.  Before we knew it, we had a monster on our hands.  Thus is the nature of evil and the 

sinful nature.  First it wants to be tolerated.  Then it wants to be accepted.  Then it demands to be 

celebrated.  It is because of the allowance of sin and indifference in our own lives that our families 

falling apart and our churches are deteriorating.  It is because we have not been bold in our witness.  

We have become afraid and timid.  Now that rejection has become blatant even more of us want to 

throw our hands up in the air and say even less!  Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

In today’s text we have a wonderful example of bravery in the face of blasphemy and unbelief.  As 

they were witnessing about who Jesus was and what Jesus did in Perga, many people were listening 

and rejoicing.  But a vocal and powerful minority with help from the women in the government went 
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on the attack.  They had the power to persecute Paul and Barnabas.  But Paul and Barnabas didn’t back 

down or fear the repercussions of what would happen.  They did not fear rejection or try to appease 

them.  Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly.   

 

A bold answer is still called for today.  Why do we need to be ashamed of what we have as Lutherans?  

Why should we be afraid of practicing closed communion when God’s Word clearly says that people 

could eat and drink this to their own judgment?  What is so unloving about not wanting someone to 

know what the Lord’s Supper is before they come forward?  Shouldn’t we be bold enough to proclaim 

that infants could and should be baptized, when the Bible says to go and baptize ALL NATIONS?  

Shouldn’t we cherish our confession and absolution when Jesus tells us to FORGIVE each other?  

Don’t a majority of our hymns have wonderful lyrics that are very sing-able and have been for 

centuries?  These are solidly Biblical practices.  They have been historically practiced in the Christian 

Church ever since the time of Christ.   

 

Think about the modern issues that are on trial.  Isn’t it obvious from the Bible that sex is reserved for 

marriage?  That people shouldn’t move in together or have sexual relations outside of the marriage 

bond?  Shouldn’t we all as Christians know that marriage is meant to be life-long between one man and 

one woman?  Haven’t we learned thoroughly from the Word that Jesus is the ONLY way of salvation? 

 

Don’t be afraid to use the Law and the Gospel!  Look at what happened in Acts 13!  The witness of 

Paul and Barnabas drew a whole crowd together in the city of Antioch and they listened with great 

excitement.  Don’t lose your trust in the Word.  Keep using it.  Keep proclaiming it whenever you have 

the chance.  Faith comes by hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of 

Christ.  How else do we expect the Light to shine in darkness? 

 

Be Bold in Your Confession of Christ to ALL People 

 

I.  In the face of rejection 

 

Of course people will reject it.  Some Jews blasphemed what Paul said.  They didn’t just tell them, 

“Get out of here.”  They mocked what Paul said about Jesus and spoke abusively against Jesus.  Then 

they threw them out of the region.  It happens.  But how would the other people have come to faith 

were it not for their bold witness?   

 

I find it very interesting in the WAY that Paul and Barnabas respond to rejection.  Listen again to what 

they said.  Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to 

the Gentiles.  It wasn’t that Paul and Barnabas didn’t want them saved.  Many of their fellow Jews did 

believe.  It wasn’t that they didn’t give them an opportunity to believe.  They said that Jesus’ death was 

actually the fulfillment of what God had prophesied about Him.  Jesus had to die for the sins of the 

world.  They also said that His resurrection was prophesied in fulfillment of the Scriptures.  If look 
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throughout chapter 13 you can see how they quoted verse after verse from the Old Testament to prove 

to them that the Word was true; that Jesus really was the Messiah; the Promised One. 

 

Nonetheless, they rejected Jesus and mocked this message.  In doing so, Paul and Barnabas said that 

they were judging themselves to be not worthy of eternal life.  When they dug in their heels against the 

Gospel they were putting themselves in the “unworthy” category.  It wasn’t the fact that they were 

sinners or they were Jewish.  It was the fact that they were rejecting Christ.  Here God was offering 

them a full and free sacrifice for their sins, but they didn’t want it.  He was offering them a covering, 

but they shoved Jesus back in God’s face.  “We don’t want your clothing.  We don’t want your Christ.  

We’re fine as we are.”  God had no choice in the matter but to call them unworthy and damn them.  It 

wasn’t something He planned on doing.  Look also at vs. 27 of this chapter.  He spoke the Law 

somewhat softly by saying that their fellow people and rulers didn’t recognize Jesus.  But that made no 

difference.   

 

It’s interesting to note also how they “turn” to the Gentiles.  I’m not completely sure on this, and I 

could be wrong as none of the translations I saw reflected this, but the Greek word for “turn” 

(strephometha) from all I could find actually appears to be passive.   If I’m right on this, Paul and 

Barnabas could really be saying, “We are being turned to the Gentiles.”  They had no place else to 

go.  Their fellow Jews were rejecting them.  The point I’m making is that the Jews were giving them no 

choice.  They were chasing Paul and Barnabas from them.  It wasn’t that God had it out for them or 

wanted them damned from the beginning.   

 

This is the way life is.  You can pray and pray for someone.  You can witness until your ears turn blue.  

You can be bold in your confession.  But you can’t control how they will react.  If they want to make 

fun of what you say and mock what the Word says about hell and judgment and sin and Jesus and death 

and the resurrection, they are in effect judging themselves and forcing you to walk away.  So be it.  

Their blood is on their shoulders.   

 

We had a very dear lady in our congregation back in Topeka that loved to witness to people.  She tried 

to witness to a nice but atheist lady about her age.  They would walk around the mall and talk about 

different things, and she always tried to witness to Christ.  Finally, the atheist lady pressed her into a 

conversation about what saves and who is damned.  Our witness talked about those who reject the 

Gospel.  The lady yelled out in the middle of the mall, “Reject!  Reject!  Reject!”  What could she do 

but walk away?  It wasn’t that she wanted to.  It wasn’t that Jesus the Lamb didn’t die for her in order 

to make her worthy in God’s sight.  It was that she rejected it.  She didn’t want to repent.  She didn’t 

want Jesus to have to make her or anyone “worthy.”   

 

I always find it intriguing to listen to why people reject Christ.  George Carlin - an older kind of 

grumpy comedian - said he decided to worship the sun of the sky instead of the Son of God  This is 

why he said he did that -  
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at least there are no crucifixions and we’re not setting people on fire simply because they don’t 

agree with us. The BEST thing about the sun is that it never tells me unworthy.  Doesn’t tell me 

I’m a bad person who needs to be saved; hasn’t said an unkind word; treats me fine.  So I 

worship the sun.   

He seems to have heard at least a skeleton of what Christianity is, and he rejected it.  Why?  Because he 

didn’t like the idea that he was a sinner who headed to hell and needed a Savior to die for him.  He 

openly blasphemed Christ.   

 

II.  In accordance with God’s plan 

 

With one final word, Paul and Barnabas turned back to the Word to try and show them why they were 

going to do what they were going to do next.    

Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 

Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  

         “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,  

         that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  

It was always God’s intention for them to bring salvation to the ends of the earth; to be a light also for 

the Gentiles.  So with their rejection they were going to move on.  They weren’t going to sit and cry 

over what their fellow Jews were doing.  They were going to say to the Gentiles, “Jesus died for you 

too!”  Jesus is what John said, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the WORLD.”   

 

Look at how the Gentiles responded!   

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 

who were appointed for eternal life believed. 49 The word of the Lord spread through the 

whole region.  

Here in Christ they were given a God who freely sacrificed HIMSELF for the sins of the world.  He 

wasn’t like the Greek gods who were constantly making humans lives miserable and selfishly fighting 

with each other.  They didn’t have to sacrifice their children to this God, for this God had already 

sacrificed His Son for THEM.  They didn’t have to prove themselves worthy of this God.  This God 

wanted them to be saved freely and give them the forgiveness of sins and salvation; He always did.  

This was all according to His design and prophesies. 

 

The Holy Spirit worked through this Word.  And we can’t forget that - the Word WORKS.  The 

Gentiles were glad and the HONORED the word of the Lord.  To “honor” means to glorify; to regard 

something as heavy; as worthy of notice.  You take it seriously as something important.  That’s the way 

they responded.  They were overjoyed to think that God would want them too and that He always 

wanted them to be saved in Christ.  They believed that Jesus died for them too!  Even after the disciples 

were chased out; the word spread throughout the region!   

 

The Gentiles would never have what a merciful God they had were it not for the words and witness of 

Paul and Barnabas.  But God had planned to do this for them long before they ever even knew it.  Luke 
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wrote that they were “appointed for eternal life.”  That’s why they believed.  God had them as part of 

His special plan.  Now, through the preaching of the word, God’s plan was brought into effect.  He 

saved those whom many of the Jews thought that God never wanted.   

 

Little do we know how much God has planned and who God has planned it for!  Who are we to say 

that we have faith and others don’t?  We didn’t choose to be born into Christian households or a 

Christian nation.  Can we claim that we were smarter than others?  Can we think that this is all by our 

thinking and choosing to believe in Christ?  Or shouldn’t we rather, as Luke did in the writing of this 

history, give credit to God for working things out according to HIS plans.  Grace leaves NO room for 

boasting.  Were it not for God working out our salvation and bringing us to the truth none of us would 

be here today professing Christ. 

 

If you don’t know what God’s plans are, but you know that Jesus died for everyone and God wants 

everyone to be saved, then who are we to keep back from reaching out?  Shouldn’t this embolden us all 

the more to spread the Gospel?   Within this past year I went to a nursing home to give Gertrude Cole a 

devotion.  I had never met her before.  I talked to her about sin and grace, and she responded with joy 

and happiness.  At the end of the devotion the lady asked me, “Are you here for Gertrude?”  I said 

“Yes.”  She said, “She’s over there - in that bed.”  Little did I know what I was doing, but God used me 

to witness to her roommate.  Another time I was handing out flyers and a man became very abusive to 

me.  I didn’t give him a flyer.  But his actions towards me evoked the sympathy of a neighbor, who 

treated me with love and respect and accepted the flyer with joy.  That’s the way life goes.  You never 

know where the Lord will lead you. 

 

The Gentiles were brought to faith as a result of the rejection of the Jews.  Yet this wasn’t mere 

happenstance.  This was all according to God’s prophecies and designs made long ago.  Make a bold 

confession.  Don’t be afraid to speak the truth in love.  You may get rejected, yet you may also be led 

in a completely different direction.  There may be results you never planned on, but God did; all 

according to HIS design.  Amen.   


